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Onie year after the disappearance of Rev. Fr. Jim Brown and Mr, Vimalathas:
Open lenter w President Mahinda Rajapakse to establish truth and justice

-
His Excellency Mahinda Rajapakse,
President of S Lanka

Your Exeellency,

One year after Rev. Fr. Jim Brovwn and his belper Mr. Vimalathas, o father of 5 disappeared, after
having been last seen at o Navy check point in Allaipiddy, Jalfna, more than 100 people from around
the countey camg together at the Centre for Soclety and Religion (CSR) Colambo, yesterday, to honour
and family members of Fr. Jim Brown, the Catholic Bishop of Juffns, several Church leaders from the
Catholic and other Churches from around the country, Religious Sisters, 2 member of the Presidential
Commission of Inquiry to investigate into alleged prave human rights violatons, Chairperson of the
Civil Monitoring Commission and human aghts defenders.

It was noted during the event, thet Fe. Jim Brown was a young priest who had loved and served the
people of the Allaipiddy pansh selflessly. In the face of intense shelling on the night nfl!"ﬁ.u;u'r
2006, he had offered the church as a plice of refupe w0 people. However, breaking international
humanitadan nomms, the church had also been shelled in &:uﬂ}rhmnfii‘ﬂuﬁﬁﬂ,mdmuﬂ:ﬁu
20 are teported as killed that night and many more injured. Hoving mimeculously escaped death and
injury himsell, the next moeming, Fr. Jim Brown was at the forefront in wrying to lead the people,
patticularly the injured, 1o safety. He pleaded with the Navy 1o let the peaple leave. Reports indieate
that hie was later threatened by the Navy Comminder of the aren.

Some of the key points highlighted by those present ar yesterday's event, including the Catholic Bishop
of Jaffina were:

1. Iris erucial to know the rath of what happened 1o Fr. Jim Brown and Vimalathas — if they are
still alive, where are they, and even if not, what happened and who ts responsible;

2 This case is only one amongst the hundreds of disappearances — in Jaffng and rest of the
muﬁﬁnmuf.ﬁlﬂ:ﬁmﬂmhﬂmﬂmmﬁ:mq

3. Amongst the hondreds that hove disappeared and been killed are several religious leaders in the
Marth and East, 25 well as more than 30 humanitanan workers and it was stressed that they
should be free to engage in their chosen missions;

4. The Bishop of Jaffna, the Catholie Bishops Conference of 5 Lanka and the Apostolic Nuncio
appealed to you to find our the truth abour Fe. Jim Brown and Me. Vimalathas, including a
letter last week by the Catholic Bishop of Jaffnn, But there has been no response;

5. Appeals by church leaders and local and international human dghts geoups have also not
yielded any response. The Commission of Inquiry established by your Ezeellency last
November has also been wnable to make any progress, and the Commissioner present
mentioned that this particular case had not yer been tken up for inguiry;



6. The United Nations Working Group on Enforced and lnvoluntary Dissppearances have also
taken up this ease with the government of Sa Lanka and again, there is no progress in assisting
them to arrive at 4 conclusion,

We also noted that enforced disappearances such as this are heinous erimes which are even worse than
an assassination, as the agony and despair for fmily members and foends of a disappeared person will
only end if and when the fate of the victim is actally known. The Chairperson of the Civil Monitoring
Commission noted that the pattern of disappeamances and other human rights violations indicated that
these are deliberate and systematic violations with the support or complicity of the government,

We regret that for a whole year, domestic human oghts protection mechanisms, including the
Commission of Inquiry established by Your Excellency have failed to find out what happened to Fr.
Jim Brown and Mr. Vimalathas and prosecute those accountable. This is also the case in respect of
other instances of disappearinces,

Thus, we call on Your Excellency again, to ensure an independent and fmpartial inguiry with full
international participation to find out the truth and idenify those responsible for the disappearance of
Fr. Jim Beown and Mr. Vimalathas.

At the same time, in order to assist the S Lankan government to puarantee the secunty of its citizens,
Including relsgious leaders, humanitardan workers and media, we call on you to drow on the assistance
being offered by the international community, by:

i Responding favarably to requests by the UN Warking Geoup on Enforced and Involuntary
Disappearances, UN Special Rapporuer on Freedom of Expression, UM Specil
Wnﬂ[ﬂdnpmﬂh:ﬂuf]uiaﬂmdlﬂﬁmmﬂﬂlrﬂﬂbﬂepmdﬂl%ﬁﬂ
Minceity issues;

i Ranfying the UN Convendon against Enforced Disappeamnces and make enforced
disappearances a crime under domestic legislation;

{ii. Accepiing a fully Aedped ficld based UN Human Rights Monitoning Team, under the
suspices of the Office of the United MNations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
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